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P R E 


CONCEIVE that che beſt Argument which can 
be urged in Favor of Legal Liberty, is that it is a 


neceſſary Handmaid to Religion. We find that Tyranny} 
and the true Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt are almoſt if not alto- 
gether incompatible. Hence, ſome Sovereigns who have 
been defirous of invading the Libegges of their Country, 
have aimed at the precedent Introduction of the Roman- 
Catholic Religion. Thoſe who are Friends to Virtue, 


who are Lovers of human Nature, muſt be Friends to 


Liberty : For a Man who is free, may without Difficulty 
obey the Will of hs Maker, whereas a Slave muſt obe 
the Will of his Maſter, which will be often the reverſe 
It is with ſingular propriety therefore, that the renowned 
enlightened, but murdered Hero and Patriot, ALGERNO! 
SIDNEY (whoſe Memory ſome baſe Sycophants have at. 

A temptec 
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tempted in vain to defame of late) addreſſes the Deity, at 


the Time of his Trial, as engaged in the ſame Cauſe with 
himfelf.---Bbfs thy People, and ſave them. Defend thy own 
Cauſe, and defend thoſe who defend it. Stir up ſuch as are 

famt; direct thoſe who are willing ; confirm thoſe oho are 

"wavermg. Grant that in my laſt Moments I may thank thee 

for permitting me to die for that good old Cauſe in which, from 
my Youth, I have been engaged. 1 


It behoves us to contend for this invaluable Bleſſing of 
Freedom with the moſt undaunted and inflexible Perſever- 
ance. In a juſt Defence of it we ſhould be carelefs of Life. 
We ſhould inftill this generous Regard for it into the 
Breaſts of the young. "We ſhould put into the Hands of 
our Children the Treatifes which have been written in 
Favour of it, by many great Men who have done Honour 
to the Engliſh Nation by their Writings, by Milton, Sidney, 
Locke, and Price. We ſhould teach them, that without 
Freedom, Man is a Beaſt, and Government a Curſe. 


We 
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We cannot act more wiſely if we are willing to adopt 
the noble and ſacred Character of a firm and uncorrupted 
Patriot than to curb an Inclination to Senſuality, as well as 
an unmanly Vanity, He who has few Deſires, will of 
Courſe be contented with little ; he can more readily reſiſt 
the Solicitations of Corruption; he can more invariably 
purſue the DiQates of his Heart. It was well ſaid by the 
Philoſopher of old, in Reply to a venal and profligate 
Courtier, who reproached him with the Meanneſs of his 
hiving, as he was waſhing ſome Herbs for his Dinner :--- 


Ah! $a vn would not need to be 4 


LIBERTY, 
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T AK E, O Mule! the breathing Lyre, 
And ſweep with manly Strength each full - ton'd String; 
With bold but well-attemper'd Fire 

Waking its Extacy, of Freedom fling ! 
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FREEDOM, fair FREEDOM, ſprang from Heavn, 
From the Supreme—to Man 'twas giv'n ; 
He bade him to no Tyrant bow, 
And ſave himſelf—no Maſter know; 
If not that Maſter by the People's Voice, 
By their free and general Choice, 


Their delegated Sceptre wield ; 
And the celeſtial Gitt 'tis Sacrilege to yield. | 
B FIRST 


/ 


/ 


Oh immortal Pow'r divine! 

Tis thine the A gonies of Grief to ſooth, 
And chear forlorn Deſpair, — tis thine 
The tort'ring Bed of merc'leſs Pain to ſmooth ; 

And thou can't elevate the Mind, 
With ev'ry gen'rous Thought refin'd : 
To the ſublimeſt Action raiſe, 
Which Jives in wide and deathlefs Praiſe. 
In low debaſive Vice will Slav'ry hve, 
But thou and Virtue blended thrive ; 


Eſtrang'd from thy auſpicious Reign, 


„ 
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| His Daughter thee, th' Eternal erſt, 
Among his darling people nurft, 
Over their Tribes, in modeſt State, 
Their Elders and their Judges ſat; 
For Wiſdom choſen and for Worth, 
Without a weak Regard to Birth; 
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FIRST ANTISTROPHE. 


Not wretched only, but contemptible were Man. 


Tis 
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'Tis Virtue join'd to gad-hke Senſe, 
Which gives to Man Pre-eminence ! 
But when miſled, perverſe, a King they fought, 
In feral Tempelts with his Anger fraught, 
He gave the fell portentous Novelty, 
A gloomy Lunatic the Crown to bear : 
Yet ſent, to vindicate himſelf and thee, 
His Rain to blaſt the Promiſe of the Year, 
With which the Herald of his Wrath all dread, 
In diſcontinuous Peals his rattling Thunder ſped*, 


SECOND STROPHE. 


Thou rais'd'ſt th' Athenian Name! 
In War as Arts by thee inſpir'd they ſhone, 
| And gain'd the Pinnacle of Fame; 
Thou gav'ſt the bright Succeſs at Marathon! 
Thy Spirit, Goddeſs, then pofleſt, 
Each indignation-{welling Breaſt, 
And ſtrang each Arm with ſin'wy Force, 
To check th' invading Tyrant's Courſe : 
| | From 
* Vide the 8th and 12th Chapter of the Firſt Book of Samuel. ———A limited 
Monarchy, ſuch as that of Great-Britain, is different from the Monarchy reprobated 


in Scripture. We ſhould watch however, with a jealous Attention, that the Power 
of the Crown does not tranſgreſs thoſe Limits which the Conſlituui on has appointed. 
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| From thy Enthuſiaſm, elevate, ſublime, 
As fierce as Fire, but fix d as Time, 


Each Soldier like a Hero dar'd, 
And the illuſtrious Chiefs like Demi-gods appear'd. 


SECOND ANTISTROPHE 


Nor leſs at th' auſpicious Straits, 

| Thy genuine holy Valor flam'd, to aid 

Of leaguing Greece the ſiſter States, 
Where Æſchylus his Country's Warriors led. 
(Great Name! lov'd ever and rever' d! | 
A Patriot! and a laurel'd Bard! 

T' heroic Deeds the Muſes fire, 

And nobleſt Purpoſes inſpire!) 


| There the fam'd Spartan with a little Band, 
| Unnumber'd thouſands dar'd withſtand, 


(For Virtue Force unequal braves!) 
And routed all the baffled Perſian's fear-ſtruck Slaves. 


SECOND 
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SECOND EPO D E. 
How did of old majeſtic Rome 


The green and untorne Laurels bloom 
What Heroes Sages ſhe difplay'd, 
Her Faſces when her Conſuls ſway'd! 
And when, if aught 'gainſt thee were aim'd, 


The Tribune, trumpet-tongu'd, proclaim'd, 
Th' unhallow'd Deed with ſpreading Fire, 
And rous'd th' avenging People's Ire. 


But when enerving Luxury had broke, 
Her vig'rous Spirit to th' imperial Yoke, 
Their fair Leaves then her verdant Laurels droop d, 

Or in mad Violence were rudely rent; 
And ſhe to baſeſt Profligacy ſtoop'd, 

Greedy of Vices as to Slav'ry bent; 

And of that Univerſe the Scorn became, 

Whoſe Wonder ſhe had rais'd by her obſtrep'rous Fame. 


3 THIRD 
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THIRD STR OP H E. 


Let the ſlow-wing'd Bird of Night, 
For fo by thriſty Nature twas dehign'd, 


Hating the genial Beams of Light, 
Be to his vile Obſcurity confin'd ! 
Let him to vent'rous Action loth, - 
Obſcenely. droop in dreaming Sloth! 
But tis the Eagle's Part to mount, | 
ix Up to the Day's fire-darting Fount ; 
With i its ſtrong vig'rous Wings the Clouds t to ſpurn, 
And then when far above them borne, 
With fearleſs and fix'd Eye to gaze 
| Upon the lordly Sun 1n all his vivid Blaze. 


| 


THIRD ANTISTROPHE; 
What Monuments of proud Gold: 


To firm and gen'rous Patriots ſhould be rais 4! 
| For their diffuſive Virtue bold 


As Gods on Earth they ſhould be lov'd and praiĩs d. 


f 
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Such was the wiſe Naſſau who broke, 
The gloomy Spaniard's galling Yoke ; 
. And rais'd depreſt Batavia's Name 
To Wealth, to Freedom, and to Fame. 
The Eagle ſuch, of the ſame darmg Net, 
Who reſcu'd Britain when oppreſt ; 


And where a Bigot Tyrant ſway'd, 
The hallow'd Banner of juſt Liberty difptay'd. 


THIRD EPODE. | 


But Britain oft' O Goddeſs lov'd! 
Thy ſpirit-ſtirring Voice hath mov'd. 
Then moſt from John when ſhe obtain'd, 
The ſacred Deed which Pow'r reſtrain'd. 
And when intrepid Hampden led 
(Great Hero who too early bled!) 
Her bold and gen'rous Sons voppoſe 
Her own and Truth's unworthy Foes. 
O could ſhe now her antient Virtue feel! 
That it could quicken into active Zeal, 
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To. practiſe Juſtice on that venal Band “, 
Who with inſidious or unbluſhing Vice, 
Dar'd to deceive or lord 4t o'er the Land, 


And ſtifle ev'ry Merit or entice, 
Thro' which her Treaſures and her Blood ſhe gave 


| To the mad Aim her diſtant Children to enſlave! 


FOURTH STROPHE. 
How are they to Reaſon loſt, 
Who think that Nature meant for Servitude, 
The tawny Sons of Afric's Coaſt, 
With all her vig'rous Pow'rs of Mind endued +! 


Such 


* It is indiſpenſibly required of the Nation that a late Miniſtry ſhould be brought to 
Trial, and to the Puniſhment that may be found due to their Crimes; among which, 
that of engaging this Country in the American War ſeems to be the moſt enormous 
and inexpiable. It would materially injure the Cauſe of Virtue if Offenders of ſuch 
a Caſt were ſuffered to eſcape. It is nobly ſaid by a Brother Bard 


When by juſt Venjeance impious Mortals periſh, 
„% The Gods behold their Puniſhment with Plealure, 
« And lay the uplifted Thunderbolt aſide.” | 

| Abpis ox. 


T lt is diſgraceful to the Britiſh Nation that Slavery ſhould be allowed in the Weſt- 
India Iſlands. A Negro in thoſe Iſlands has ſcarcely a greater Protection from the Laws 
than a Horſe :—The Murder of a Slave is not punithable by Death but by a pecuniary 
Fine. The moſt wanton Cruelties are daily pratiſed on them: I bave known on 
the Iſland of Antigua (and the People of ſome of the other Weſt- India Iſlands are 
thought to behave with greater Cruelty, if it is poſſible, to their Slaves than the People 
of this Iſland) a Negro to be ſeverely flogged, and to be inceſlanily periecuied, for re- 
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Such as with which they groan oppreſt, 
In Caribbean Iſles unbleſt ; | 
Where merc'leſs, urg'd without Controul, 


The fierce Laſh enters to the Soul. 


D Whence 


Tuſing his Daughter to the Luſt of the Manager of an Eſtate, - upon the Plea that ſhe | 
was from her early Youth, unripe for Love; and that he had deſigned her at a more 
advanced Age, for a young Man of his own Colour, who was his Friend, and attached 

to his Daughter. A Fellow who had the Management of an Eſtate at Antigua, being 
peeviſh from the Pains of the Gout, ordered a Negro-boy, as he was lying down, to 
bruſh the Flies from his Face; and threatened him with thirty-nine Laſhes for every 
Fly that ſhould touch him. The Conſequence was, that in a hot Country, where 
Flies are numerous, a great many ſettled upon the Face of this Scoundrel and inexora- 
ble Tyrant, and the Boy was whipped almoſt to Death. It is confidently aſſerted 
by many Perſons in Antigua (where I write this) that a Gentleman or rather a Propri- 
etor of the Iſland ſtarved a Negro to Death for running away, in Terror to his other] 
Slaves, and flogged his Mother in a mercileſs Manner for the vain but pious Attempt 
of endeayouring to convey Food to her Son. Hot Sealing Wax has been frequently 
thrown upon the naked Skins of Negroes in the Weſt India Iflands, for trivial or ĩima- 
ginary Offences, They fall in thouſands yearly, through the Scantineſs of the Pro- 
viſion allowed them by their Maſters, which is frequently not more than ſix Pints of 
Horſe Beans for each Negro Man or Woman by the Week. They work from the 
riſing to the ſetting Sun almoſt without Intermiſſion, and are driven like Catile in Herd 
to their Labour by the Smack of the Whip, ſome chained to a Weight of fiſty-ſix 
Pounds, ſome chained together, ſome under the Preſſure of Diſeaſe, ſome of the Women 
near the Time of Delivery, and ſome of them without Cloaths to conceal what Decency 
requires to be concealed. Some Maſters refuſe their Permiſſion for them to be inſtruſtee 
in Chriſtianity, from the Plea that if they are made Chriſtians, they will grow proud 
and unwilling to work. Poor and perſecuted Race! I have often viewed your Af 
Diftions with ſtreaming Eyes, and with a breakin aking Heart! _- | 
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It is the Duty of the Engliſh Government, if the is willing to avert the Indignatio 
of Heaven from the Welt- India Iſlands, and in ſome Pat fom Great Britain Deren 0 
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Whence far as o'er th' Atlantic they extend, 
Earth-ſweeping Hurricanes deſcend ; 


For prompted by his Creatures Woes 


| The dread avenging Arm of God will interpoſe. 


FOURTH 


bring a Bill into Parliament to aboliſh the Slave-Trade through the Britiſh Dominions. 


I am aware of the Objections which may be made to ſuch a Bill by fooliſh or intereſted 
Men. It will be ſaid that Negroes are abſolutely neceſſary for carrying on the Work of 
a Weſt-India Plantation. I am of a contrary Opinion: and may at another Time, in a 


different Publication give my Reaſons for denying the Aſſertion. But, if it were to be 


allowed, it would avail but little with wiſe and good Men. Is the human Form to be 
degraded like the brutal by this odious Practice of Slavery, is the Character of a great 


| Nation to be diſgraced, is Humanity and Reaſon, and Chriſtianity and God, to be in- 
| fulted, becauſe a Weſt-India Eſtate can be worked ſomewhat better by Negroes than 
without them. Is not this putting a Mole-hill in Compariſon with Olympus ?—If we 

are ever to look for an AR from the Engliſh Parliament, for the Diſcontinuance of the 


Slave-Trade, we muſt look for it under the Influence of the preſent Miniſtry, Iam no 


| Paraſite; but always ſpeak the Language of my Heart. I ſhall be afraid, therefore, of 
no Reflections if I fay—that the greater Part of our preſent Rulers are Men that de- 
ſerve the Applauſe of every Friend to his Country and to Liberty. We ſhould join as 
| one Man, in the Support of their Condutt in every Method that we can approve it. 


The Continuance of Slavery in their ſouthern Colonies is a Diſgrace to the Ameri- 
cans. It appears like an Ulcer upon the fair Forehead of a noble Cauſe, It is true, 
that under the Auſpices of that virtuous Man, Mr. Joſeph Reed, formerly Governor of 
Penſylvania, a Bill was carried through the Aſſembly of that Province, which makes 
the Children free, who are hereafter to be born there of Mulatto or Negro Parents :— 
yet in Maryland, Virginia, and the Carolinas, the Negroes are as far from Libery as 
ever. This is a great Inconſiſtency in Men who have diſputed the Authority of Great 
Britain to impoſe arbitrary Laws upon them. Is not this (to ſpeak in the Language of 
our Saviour) „ beholding the Mote that is in their Brother's Eye, and not conſidering 
the Beam that is in their own Eye?” —lt has been ſaid—that General Waſhington, 
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FOURTH ANTISTROPHE, 


Should ſome wide-commanding Pow'r, 

Indignant at their bleeding Injuries, 

In a much-bleſt auſpicious Hour, 

To lead them to their ſacred Birth-right, riſe! 
Should they their ruthleſs Shackles break, 
And to the Law's Protection take; 

And more to raiſe their noble Fame, 
Teach them their Saviour's holy Name; 

Th ambroſial Regions of the bleſt above, 
Would ring with Songs of Joy and Love ; 
And ſtill to them with thriftleſs Hand be giv'n 


The fertile and luxuriant Dew of nurſing Heav'n! 
FOURTH 


whoſe Influence in the Colony of Virginia is conſiderable, not only from his public 
Character, but from his vaſt Poſſeſſions, has declared—that he thinks it a Duty incum- 
bent on all the American Colonies to aboliſh Slavery. The Declaration is particularly 
generous in this illuſtrious Patriot, as he is the Maſter of a thoufand Slaves. Under his 
Influence, therefore, we may expett that ſome Meaſures will ſoon be taken in Virginia 
in Favor of the Negroes. This generoſity ſeems to be the only Point that was neceſſary 
to complete the Character of the American Commander in Chief, who is an Honor 
not only to his Country, but to human Nature. 
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FOURTH EPO PD E. 


And lo, a high-ſoul'd Race effulge! 
A growing Luſtre who divulge 
Who may attempt this god-like Theme, 
When all their full-orb'd Splendors beam. 
For pious, temp'rate, juſt, and brave, 
They check the proud, and free the Slave. 
Dear Race! in rougheſt Dangers prov'd, 
By Freedom and the Muſe beſt lov'd! 
Thus ſhall America, the Nation's Head, 
Upon the Fame of former Ages tread ; 
And with the varied Gifts of Nature bleſt, 
Where Science, Virtue; ſhall exalt his Throne; 
The kind and common Refuge of th' oppreſt, 
By the warm Blood of gen'rous Heroes won, 
Thrive and exult, till from her Orbit hurl'd, 
Th' Eternal ſinks the flaming Fabric of the World. 
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